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Living Goodness

Dear FPriends,

With our volunteers we visited the dumpsite. Children,
whose skin color was dark mud, held our hand and gave us
a tour. Cardboard shanties, muddy water, flies and dirt
everywhere, People living on other people's filth. Fr. Heinz
Kullike and his colleague Fr. Albert, both SVD priests, are
working with Justice and Peace program and are running a
project to relocate these people from the dumpsite.
#.rnn:;ist the sore, sorry sight, both priests helped us feel
good.

In a surprise visit, someone we did not know brought us
relief goods that he collected for the typhoon victims and
rechanneled these to us. We feel good.

Ms. Jutta Keppner, Visayas coordinator of the Weltwaerts-
DED Junior Volunteer Service, left to Batang Pinangga the
contents of her apartment upon her return to Germany.
We felt special.

Child of wonder. Junnel, five
vears ald, displays his tattoo and
introduces himself as Junnel
Guapo (good-looking). He came
to the center in July 2010,
bringing with him yet another Group of students made Batang Pinangga a destination for
story worth keeping. their outreach programs, treated the children to a
Christmas party, collected goods and provision. They have
made the children feel good.

We are very thankful for those who do fund raising here
and abroad. Your dedication made us feel good.

We present this special issue to share about the participation of a community in our work of
caring for the abused children. Children’s welfare no longer relies on the shelters but in the
hands of caring communities.

May you feel good about what you do. Goodness brings us peace of the heart in the midst
of emptiness, pain, disaster, loneliness, boredom, anger.

May we all continue wearing good hearts as we welcome another year.

JUDA 'BUTCH' CARPINTERD
Expcutive Director



Forum On Parenting Unites Child-welfare Agencies

athered together the participants, mostly social workers, psychologists and

caregivers, took a break from work and commitment to listen to the talk of Dr.

Maria Lourdes Arellano Carandang on the topic “Children in Especially Difficult
Circumstances: How are we helping them?®

“Parenting Is the most difficult, the most challenging, but the most important task of all in
nation-bullding”, was as much as an opening statement and a call made by the speaker.

This was the first of the lecture-series initiated by Batang Pinangga, which was held on March
2, 2010 in Golden Prince Hotel, Cebu City. The first topic was focused on the behaviors of
abused and neglected children presented by Ms, Priscilla Gonzales-Fernando, a consultant
and external evaluator of Batang Pinangga.

During the forum, Dr. Carandang emphasized the need of raising children to have self-worth
and with integrity so that they would grow up to be good human beings, with kindness,
compassion, and honesty.

W

Parenting key to nation-building. Dr. Lourdes Carandang strongly puts high value on raising children
with Integrity.



The professor, a practicing clinical psychologist, an educator and writer, and an honored social
scientist, was proud of what her children have become. (One of her children serves as the
spokesperson of the Communications Group under President Benigno Aguino I} According to
her, it is very important to raise children with integrity. “Buo ang loob nila, na kahit sa corrupt ng
sitwasyon, hindi silo mogiging corrupt.  (Their inner-being is whole, so that even in corrupt
situations, they would not be corrupted”.)

She lauded the adoptive families as the real heroes, for taking extra responsibility in accepting
abused children into their homes. "It takes a village to raise a child”, she added.

Participants to the forum were the adoptive families, community officials and local partners of
BPFI, representatives from 505 Children's Village, Antonia de Oviedo Center, Good Shepherd
Rehabilitation Center, Children's Legal Bureau, Cebu Hope Center , Bonita Home for Girls, Little
Bamboo Foundation, Inc., Casagal, and psychologists from 5t. Theresa's College, and social
welfare and development officers from the municipalities of Carmen, Compostela, Liloan, and
Consolacion.

Better child care lecture series is presented by Batang Pinangga Foundation, Inc. (BPFI) to
related child-welfare agencies in Cebu to share approaches on better child care. A follow-up
forum is scheduled in February 2011,

Inter-agency forum. Many child welfare agencies in Cebu share the same experience and difficulty
in running a center and caring for abused children and continually find ways for better child care.



Batang Pinangga Adopts Positve Parenting Principles

sychologists and therapists

categorized abused children as CEDC

or children in especially difficult
circumstances. Because they suffer from
severe physical and emational neglect, CEDC
exhibit complex behaviors that are hard to
understand by their caregivers and guardians.

Gearing up for better child care

In two separate settings, the engaged
personnel of Batang Pinangga conducted
seminar workshops to enhance its capacity
towards providing better care for children,
which is considered a strong support for the
adoptive families.

For five days (March 25 to 29, 2009), 20 BPFI
personnel learned and practiced the Basic
Principles of Positive Parenting. It started with
learning and understanding the Effects of
Adverse Childhood Experiences. From this,
BPFI personnel studied Positive Guidance and
Discipline, looking into the principles,
examining the “old ways” of disciplining
children, and knowing what is effective and
fulfilling.

The seminar in most part was a workshop and
role-playing, and in many ways looked into
own childhood experiences of the personnel.

For BPFI, the seminar has strongly introduced
a shift of focus in parenting, and more
particularly in handling children in especially
difficult circumstances. These children did not
feel loved, were not given attention, have very
low self-esteem and dignity.

Capacity building. Motivated to effectively
implemant the community reintegration
program, BP personnel explore and learn new
ways, such as learning how to do counseling
{top), how to connect with a child [middle), and
|bottom) how to do expressive arts therapy as in
drawing, music and dance.
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